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Response to Amendment 



This office action is in response to the amendment filed on Jan. 08, 2007. 

Claims 14-21 are pending for examination; claims 1-13 and 22-45 have been 
canceled. 

Specification 

The amended disclosure as filed on Jan. 08, 2007 has been noted by the Office 
and was placed on record. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the b^isis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 14-21, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,724,593 issued to Hargrave et al. (hereinafter referred as Hargrave). 



Claim 14: 

Hargrave discloses a search method comprising: 
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obtaining a query written in a first format from a user [e.g., col. 13, line 24-25, the 
step 903, Fig. 9]; 

translating the query into a second format using a probabilistic dictionary, the 
probabilistic dictionary mapping terms from the first format to the second format [e.g., 
col. 5, lines 31 - col. 6, line 12, the Translation Memory (TM) system of Fig. 1 encodes 
the query language in text format into a computer readable format]; 

searching a database for information responsive to the translated query [e.g., col. 
2, lines 38-44, col. 4, lines 22-26 & col. 5, lines 10-22, the fuzzy retriever processing of 
Fig. 9]; and 

returning search results written in the second format to the user [e.g., col. 14, 
lines 2-24]. 

Claim 15: 

Except the limitations recited in claim 14, Hargrave further discloses: 
obtaining search result selections from the user [e.g., the steps: 903-907, Fig. 9]; 
using said search result selections to modify the probabilistic dictionary of term 
mappings [e.g., col. 13, lines 20 - 57, the steps: 903-913, Fig. 9]. 

Claim 16: 

Except the limitations recited in claim 15, Hargrave further discloses the 
modification comprises adjusting at least one probability associated with at least one 
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mapping in the probabilistic dictionary [e.g., col. 5, lines 1-9, Fig. 9 and associated 
texts]. 

Claim 17: 

Except the limitations recited in claim 14, Hargrave further discloses the step of 
translating the query into the second format includes expanding the query [e.g., col. 13, 
lines 41-57]. 

Claim 18: 

Except the limitations recited in claim 17, Hargrave further discloses the 
expanded query includes alternative encodings of the query terms [e.g., col. 14, lines 1- 
16]. 

Claim 19: 

Except the limitations recited in claim 17, Hargrave further discloses the 
expanded query includes alternative language translations of the query terms [e.g., col. 
14, lines 16-17]. 

Claim 20: 

Except the limitations recited in claim 17, Hargrave further discloses the 
expanded query includes alternative encodings and alternative language translations of 
the query terms [e.g., [e.g., col. 14, lines 1-17]. 
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Claim 21: 

Except the limitations recited in claim 18, Hargrave further disclose the expanded 
query includes synonyms of the alternative encodings of the query terms [e.g., col. 2, 
lines 38-63]. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on Jan. 08, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The examiner disagrees with applicant's arguments that "Hargrave does not 
disclose nor does Hargrave suggest translating a source language text string to a target 
language text string, using the target language test string to perform a search of a data 
base for information responsive to the translated query... as generally recited in 
independent claim 1". 

In reply to the above arguments the examiner points out that "claim 1" has been 
canceled in the instant amendment, thus, any arguments related to claim 1 are void and 
no patentable weight will be given by the Office. 

As to the rest of arguments, they merely rehashes issues already addressed 
above, thereby, the rejections on record are maintained. 
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Conclusion 

To expedite the process of re-examination, the examiner requests that all future 
correspondences in regard to overcoming prior art rejections or other issues set forth by 
the Examiner prior to the office action, that applicant should provide and link to the most 
specific page and line numbers of the disclosure where best support is found (see 35 
U.S.C. 132). 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Y. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4016. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mofiz Apu can be reached on 571-272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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